Glossary of useful terms
Phonics - Phonics is how we read and write. We blend words to read and
we segment words to write. We segment the words into phonemes.
Phonemes - A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word. For
example, the word 'cat' has three phonemes, 'c', 'a', 't'. When we
are writing something down, phonemes are represented by graphemes.
Grapheme - A grapheme is the written symbol of a phoneme. It is a
letter, or group of letters, representing a sound. For example, the 'c'
sound (or phoneme) can be written using the 'c', 'k' or 'ck' graphemes.
Segmenting - Segmenting consists of breaking words down into their
smallest units of sound (phonemes) to spell.
Blending - Blending consists of building words from their smallest units of
sound (phonemes) to read.
Digraph - A digraph is a two-letter grapheme where two letters represent
one sound. For example, 'ea' in 'seat' and 'sh' in 'ship'.

Riverbridge Primary School -Phonics Information
Evening
At Riverbridge we use letters and sounds to teach phonics. The structure
of how we teach it is shown in the table below.
Phase

Phonic Knowledge and Skills

Phase One
(Nursery/Reception)

Activities are divided into seven aspects, including
environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds,
rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and finally oral
blending and segmenting.

Phase Two
(Reception) up to 6
weeks

Set 1 - s a t p
Set 2 - i n m d
Set 3 - g o c k
Set 4 - ck e u r
Set 5 - h b f ff l ll s ss

Phase Three
(Reception) up to 12
weeks

Set 6 - j v w x
Set 7 - y z zz qu
Consonant digraphs - ch sh th ng
Vowel digraphs (and trigraphs) ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear
air ure er
By the end of phase 3 children will know 1 grapheme for each
phoneme.
Children are taught letter names

Phase Four
(Reception) 4 to 6
weeks

No new grapheme-phoneme correspondences are taught in this
phase. Children learn to blend and segment longer words with
adjacent consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump.

Phase Five
(Throughout Year 1)

Children learn more graphemes for the phonemes which they
already know, plus different ways of pronouncing the
graphemes they already know. They are also introduced to split
digraphs.

Phase Six
(Throughout Year 2
and beyond)

Working on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, doubling
and dropping letters etc.

Trigraph - A trigraph is a three-letter grapheme where three letters
represent one sound (phoneme). For example, 'igh' in 'light'.
Consonant cluster - A consonant cluster is a group of consonants that
creates a sound that does not include any vowel sounds. For example, 's',
't' and 'r' create the 'str' sound in strap.
Syllable - A syllable is part of a word and only contains one vowel sound.
The word 'pocket' has two syllables, 'pock' 'et'.
CVC - A word made up of Consonant-Vowel-Consonant (e.g. dog). VC (at),
CVCC (hump), CCVC (crab) etc. may also be used.
(www.parentphonics.weebly.com)

Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences
Below you will find all of the grapheme phoneme correspondences
from the letters and sounds document.

Useful Websites
www.phonicsplay.co.uk
www.letters-and-sounds.com
www.jollylearning.co.uk

